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Table B-1: Community engagement undertaken by the Applicant outside of formal consultation periods 
Stakeholder Purpose  Date 

Pre-phase one consultation (December 2022 to January 2023) 

Cllr Tom Dyer, Assistant 
Portfolio Holder for 
Economic Development, 
Environment and 
Planning 

Virtual briefing for members of LCC’s Executive on the Proposed 
Development and plans for non-statutory consultation. 
 

 5 January 2023 

Near neighbours and 
BEL tenants 

Door-knocking to give advance notice of the launch to residential 
properties closest to the Order limits. The Applicant knocked on the 
doors of 80 properties on Monday 9 January 2023, speaking to 
residents of 39 properties and leaving contact cards and a letter at the 
remaining properties. 

 9 January 2023 

BEL tenants In-person meeting arranged by BEL for tenants and friends of the 
Estate which was attended by the Applicant to introduce the Proposed 
Development. 

 9 January 2023 

Near neighbour – Old 
School Cottage 
 

Virtual meeting to discuss the Proposed Development and answer 
questions ahead of the start of the non-statutory consultation   

 20 January 2023 

Near neighbour – The 
Maltings and Hill Top 
Farm 

Virtual meeting to discuss the Proposed Development and answer 
questions ahead of the start of the non-statutory consultation   

 20 January 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose  Date 

Cllr Amelia Bailey  Virtual meeting with Cllr Amelia Bailey to answer questions on the 
Proposed Development.   

 23 January 2023 

Pre-phase two consultation (March 2023 to December 2023) 

RAF Digby  Virtual meeting to discuss future activity and collaboration in timing any 
future construction works.  

 30 March 2023 

Lincolnshire Community 
Foundation 

Virtual meeting to discuss approach to community benefit.  21 April 2023 

Metheringham Primary 
School 

Virtual meeting to discuss the early design of the Proposed 
Development, and the Applicant’s approach to community engagement 
and community benefit. 

 25 April 2023 

Dr Caroline Johnson MP Virtual meeting to answer questions on the Proposed Development 
raised by constituents. 

 23 May 2023 

Resident design 
workshop 

Resident workshop to discuss outcomes of the Residential Visual 
Amenity Assessment and seek initial feedback on updated proposals. 
Attended by eight residents from seven properties, focused on 
Springwell East. 

 12 June 2023 

Resident design 
workshop 

Resident workshop to discuss outcomes of the Residential Visual 
Amenity Assessment and seek initial feedback on updated proposals. 
Attended by nineteen residents from twelve properties, focused on 
Springwell Central. 

 13 June 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose  Date 

Resident design 
workshop 

Resident workshop to discuss outcomes of the Residential Visual 
Amenity Assessment and seek initial feedback on updated proposals. 
Attended by twenty people from twelve properties, focused on 
Springwell West. 

 15 June 2023 

Digby the Tedder Primary 
School 

Virtual meeting to discuss the early design of the Proposed 
Development, and the Applicant’s approach to community engagement 
and community benefit. 

 6 July 2023 

Cllr Amelia Bailey  Virtual meeting to brief Cllr Bailey on the resident design workshops 
and Stage 2 design of the Proposed Development.  

 27 July 

Post-phase two consultation (February 2024 – August 2024) 

Councillor Amelia Bailey Virtual meeting to discuss feedback from statutory consultation, and 
update on next steps. 

 29 February 2024 

Councillor Amelia Bailey Virtual meeting to discuss next steps of the DCO process and 
opportunities for engagement. 

 28 March 2024 

Councillor Amelia Bailey Virtual meeting to update on engagement and next steps towards DCO 
submission. 

 17 May 2024 

Councillor Amelia Bailey Virtual meeting to update on the design of the Proposed Development 
and provide a briefing on targeted consultation. 

 09 July 2024 

Councillor Amelia Bailey Virtual meeting to update on engagement and next steps towards DCO 
submission. 

 08 October 2024 
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Table B-2: Stakeholder meetings undertaken by the Applicant outside of formal consultation periods 
Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Pre-phase one consultation (December 2022 to January 2023) 

National Grid Discussion on the grid connection agreement and proposed 
National Grid Navenby Substation. 

28 October 2022 

North Kesteven District 
Council  

Meeting to introduce the Proposed Development, discuss 
planning process and timetable, including plans for public 
consultation. 

12 December 2022 

Lincolnshire County 
Council planning officers 

Meeting to introduce the Proposed Development, discuss 
planning process and timetable, including plans for public 
consultation. 

15 December 2022 

National Grid Discussion on the grid connection agreement and proposed 
National Grid Navenby Substation. 

20 January 2023 

Pre-phase two consultation (March 2023 to December 2023) 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 
officers 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Planning Performance Agreements

15 March 2023 

National Grid Technical engagement on proposed National Grid Navenby 
Substation. 

20 March 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Ashby Walled Garden Visit to Ashby Walled Garden by heritage consultant on request. 23 March 2023 

North Kesteven 
Economic Development 
Manager 

Meeting to outline initial ideas about community benefit and seek 
feedback on proposed approach. 

29 March 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 
officers 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Scoping, EIA engagement and survey works

• Feedback from non-statutory consultation

• Cumulative effects

• Alternatives

30 March 2023 

National Grid Meeting on public consultation and stakeholder engagement on 
the proposed National Grid Navenby Substation. 

11 April 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 
officers 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Project update

• Scoping Report

• SoCC

• Surveys and technical engagement

27 April 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 
officers 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Update on Zonal Plan

• Ward councillor engagement

• Update on planned resident design workshops

• Scoping Opinion

11 May 2023 

National Grid Technical engagement on proposed National Grid Navenby 
Substation. 

15 May 2023 

Planning Inspectorate Project Update Meeting 23 May 2023 

National Grid Meeting on public consultation and stakeholder engagement on 
the proposed National Grid Navenby Substation. 

23 May 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council 

Transport topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 14: Traffic and Transport 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

25 May 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 
officers 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Update on project evolution and design principles

• LVIA

1 June 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Landscape topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 10: Landscape and Visual 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

1 June 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Site visit (see Environmental Statement Volume 1, Chapter 
10: Landscape and Visual [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more 
details). 

13 June 2023 

Exolum Discussion on the Proposed Development and interaction with 
assets operated by Exolum. 

16 June 2023 

Natural England Introductory meeting on the Proposed Development, ecology 
surveys, biodiversity and scoping. 

20 June 2023 

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust Meeting to provide an update on survey work, the design 
process, biodiversity and proposed improvements to the PRoW 
network. 

20 June 2023 

Historic England Introduction to the Proposed Development. 20 June 2023 

Environment Agency Introductory meeting on the Proposed Development. 22 June 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Landscape topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 10: Landscape and Visual 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

03 July 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback on residential design workshops.

7 July 2023 

National Grid Meeting on public consultation and stakeholder engagement on 
the proposed National Grid Navenby Substation. 

19 July 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Update on Project and timelines

• National planning policy

3 August 2023 

Planning Inspectorate Project Update Meeting 10 August 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 
officers 

Fortnightly meeting with officers. Topics discussed: 

• Informal discussions on SoCC

• EIA engagement

16 August 2023 

Cadent Gas Meeting to discuss Cadent Gas assets within the proposed site. 17 August 2023 

Lincolnshire Fire and 
Rescue Services 

Introduction on the Proposed Development as presented at 
phase one consultation and approach to collaborating on key 
documents.  

24 August 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Natural England Meeting to discuss ALC surveys and consideration of BMV land 
in the design of the Proposed Development. 

11 September 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Draft SoCC and informal comments received from host
authorities

• EIA engagement

14 September 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Ecology topic meeting (see  Environmental Statement Volume 
1, Chapter 7: Biodiversity [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more 
details). 

14 September 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and Heritage 
Lincolnshire 

Cultural heritage topic meeting (see  Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 9: Cultural Heritage [EN010149/APP/6.1] 
for more details). 

15 September 2023 

Anglian Water Introductory meeting to discuss the Proposed Development and 
effects on Anglian Water assets (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 15: Water [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more 
details). 

25 September 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

5 October 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

• Early results of environmental assessments, including ALC. 

National Grid  Introduction to the Proposed Development and discussion 
around asset protection. 

12 October 2023 

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust A workshop hosted by LWT to discuss opportunities to 
collaborate with solar developers on biodiversity net gain. 

16 October 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 

• Topics discussed included National Grid Substation 

• Introduction of the Proposed Development for new officers 
attending fortnightly call from LCC. 

19 October 2023 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Update on WSI 

• Update on SoCC and public consultation 

• Design process 

02 November 2023 

National Grid National Grid Navenby Substation customer webinar. 7 November 2023 

Planning Inspectorate Project Update Meeting  7 November 2023 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included 

• Updates to the site boundary to accommodate information
received regarding National Grid Substation

• Future engagement

16 November 2023 

Post-phase two consultation (February 2024 – October 2024) 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback to statutory consultation

• Next steps and Stage 3 design

• NKDC Community Benefits Policy

• Other developments in the area

29 February 2024 

National Grid Technical engagement on proposed National Grid Navenby 
Substation. 

01 March 2024 

Environment Agency Meeting to discuss water resources and flood risk (see 
Environmental Statement Volume 1, Chapter 15: Water 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more detailed information) 

07 March 2024 

Planning Inspectorate Project Update Meeting 13 March 2024 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

North Kesteven District 
Council 

Cultural heritage topic meeting (see  Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 9: Cultural Heritage [EN010149/APP/6.1] 
for more details). 

18 March 2024 

CAA/Hill Top Farm 
Microlights  

Meeting to discuss outputs of Glint and Glare Assessment. 20 March 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Programme up to DCO submission, including EIA 
assessments and engagement 

• Schedule of topic-specific engagement with specialists 

21 March 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Landscape topic meeting (see  Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 10: Landscape and Visual 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

04 April 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council 

Transport topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 14: Traffic and Transport 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

12 April 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement 

18 April 2024 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

• ALC 

• National Grid update 

CAA/Hill Top Farm 
Microlights  

Meeting to discuss outputs of Glint and Glare Assessment. 01 May 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement 

• Update on other projects in the area 
 

02 May 2024 

Natural England Meeting to discuss consultation feedback, including approach to 
agricultural land and ALC surveys. 

03 May 2024 

North Kesteven District 
Council  

Ecology topic meeting (see Environmental Statement Volume 
1, Chapter 7: Biodiversity [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more 
details) 

09 May 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement 

16 May 2024 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

• Update on highways and proposed highways improvements 
on Heath Road. 

Lincolnshire County 
Council 

Transport topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 14: Traffic and Transport 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

29 May 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement. 

• Wider solar NSIPs scheduled for determination. 

30 May 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Land, soils and groundwater topic meeting (see Environmental 
Statement Volume 1, Chapter 11: Land, Soils and 
Groundwater [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details) 

31 May 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement. 

 

13 June 2024 

Ministry of Defence Meeting to discuss consultation feedback and proposed future 
engagement. 

18 June 2024 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Landscape topic meeting (see  Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 10: Landscape and Visual 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

19 June 2024 

Cadent Gas Meeting to discuss statutory consultation feedback and 
approach to draft protective provisions.  

24 June 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement. 

• Introduction to the Proposed Development and team for new 
officers from NKDC. 

• Approach to targeted consultation. 

• Biodiversity strategy 

27 June 2024 

Lincolnshire Road Safety 
Partnership 

Transport topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 14: Traffic and Transport 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details) 

05 July 2024 

North Kesteven District 
Council 

Climate topic meeting (see Environmental Statement Volume 
1, Chapter 8: Climate [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details) 

05 July 2024 

Lincolnshire Road Safety 
Partnership 

Transport topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 14: Traffic and Transport 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

08 July 2024 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

Lincolnshire Fire and 
Rescue Services 

Meeting to discuss approach to fire safety. 09 July 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council  

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Feedback from topic-specific meetings since the last meeting 
and upcoming engagement. 

• Update on proposals for targeted consultation. 
 

11 July 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Ecology topic meeting (see Environmental Statement Volume 
1, Chapter 7: Biodiversity [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more 
details) 

23 July 2024 

CAA/Hill Top Farm 
Microlights  

Meeting to discuss outputs of Glint and Glare Assessment. 25 July 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Sequential test 

• Approach to cumulative assessment  

25 July 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

22 August 2024 
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Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

• Key headlines from targeted consultation 

• Discussion on Adequacy of Consultation  

National Grid Electricity 
Transmission 

Meeting to discuss DCO submission requirements and 
Statement of Common Ground. 

04 September 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Presentation on Design Commitments and how feedback has 
helped to shape the design of the Proposed Development. 

• Pre-application consultation undertaken on the Proposed 
Development.   

12 September 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Draft DCO 

19 September 2024 

Anglian Water Water topic meeting (see Environmental Statement Volume 1, 
Chapter 15: Water [EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details) and 
update on draft Protective Provisions.  

24 September 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Discussion of draft Management Plans 

03 October 2024 



Springwell Solar Farm 
Appendices B-1 to B-3 

Application Document Ref: EN010149/APP/5.2 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010149   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stakeholder Purpose and topics discussed Date 

• Skills and employment  

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• Agreement that SoCG would be prepared and agreed during 
examination to allow LPAs to review Application.  

17 October 2024 

National Grid Technical engagement on proposed National Grid Navenby 
Substation, including update on draft Protective Provisions. 

29 October 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council 

Transport topic meeting (see Environmental Statement 
Volume 1, Chapter 14: Traffic and Transport 
[EN010149/APP/6.1] for more details). 

30 October 2024 

Lincolnshire County 
Council and North 
Kesteven District Council 

Regular Planning and Communications meeting. 
Topics discussed included: 

• S56 process 

• Highways   

• Acceptance  

31 October 2024 



Application Document Ref: XXXXXXXXXXX.1 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: XXXXXXX   

Springwell Solar Farm 
Document Title 

Application Document Ref: EN010149/APP/5.2 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010149 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Appendix B-3- Early 
engagement on Adequacy 
of Consultation  

 

















The Applicant commenced early engagement with Lincolnshire County Council from 
March 2023 and, regular meetings with the Planning Lead together with technical 
meetings with other specialist council officers and its consultants have taken place 
throughout the majority of the pre-application process. Springwell Energy Farm Ltd 
formally consulted the Council on the draft Statement of Community Consultation 
(SoCC) in September 2023. 

There has been active engagement between the Springwell project team and 
Lincolnshire County Council throughout the pre-application process. This has included 
regular liaison meetings between council officers and the project team every two 
weeks. The approach to consultation has been a key topic of discussion at relevant 
times. The Council has been given the opportunity to review and provide feedback on 
the draft SoCC and our feedback was taken into account prior to the commencement of 
statutory consultation (PIER) in January 2024. The Council were also consulted in 
respect of consultation in advance of the second statutory consultation exercise in 
August 2024, on proposed amendments to the red line boundary. 

The Council has not been provided with any specific detailed information on how the 
consultation responses have shaped the application, however, we have been kept up to 
date on amendments to the proposals through the 2 weekly liaison meetings, and have 
been invited to discuss our comments from the consultations and agree mitigation 
measures at topic based technical meetings in relation to highway, public rights of way, 
agricultural land, landscape and visual and ecology matters. A summary of the changes 
to the proposal was presented by the Springwell project team to Council officers on 12th 
September 2024. 

Lincolnshire County Council is therefore satisfied that an appropriate level of 
consultation has been conducted at this stage. 

 

Yours faithfully, 
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